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Much has been made about the-conflict between science and religion. Many people have
been made to feel that if they have a scientific view of the world,religion is impossible.
On the other hand, religious people have been told that they should stay away from
science because it will only corrupt their world view and make them lose their faith

in G-d. This is, of course, from the Jewish point of view as expanded in the sources,

nonsense.

There are, of course, those even in the Jewish camp who would like to look for conflicts
between science and religion. Some try to seize on Darwinism asd the theory of

evolution as a source of great conflict. According to Rav Kook, the late great Chief
Rabbi of Israel, the theory of evolution is closer than.any other theory to the Kaballa's,
ot the Jewish mystical tradition's, explanation of creation. According to the Kaballa,
the world is billions of years old. G-d created and destroyed many worlds before He

made this world. On Rosh Hashonna we celebrate the creation of man as we know him

today. According to the Talmud, there were 974 generations of man even before Adam.

The only caveat we would put on any theory which explains creation,is that we must say
that G-d is the author of all creation, that all creation unfolds according to His

plan. Creation is not a chance occurance.

Science and religion deal with two different problems entirely and, therefore, there
is no reason for them to conflict. Religion is synthetic which means that it takes

all aspects and facets of life and blends them into a harmonious whole. It is an
organic structure. It takes man andibis emotions and all his drives and‘tfies to

make him whole and to bring him into harmony with his universe and G-d. Séience, on
the other hand, is analytic. It does not strive to integrate all the forces and drives
of life. It strives to dissect and to divide every aspect of life into itg smallest
parts so it can see how each part works. It seeks,through separating things, to

understand how things work. It is not necessary for scientists to understand

. everything for them to understand partxculat -things. Xf una understand

e
englneerln?/yeé do nat have to understand aerodynamlcs.
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Science's major thrust is analyzing. Religion's major thrust is integrating. That's
why it is so hard to change religion because it is an organic whole. If you try to
change it,you may destroy it. It is like the little finger on your hand. You cannot
say, "I do not need my little finger so I will cut it off. and that will be that".
Everything in the body is interwoven and you could get an infection which could even
threaten your life. Stubbing your toe can give you such great pain that it could

give you a terrible headache. Both the religious and the scientific view are necessary

in order to live a good life. They complement each other. They really are not in

conflict with each other.

In the Torah portion, Bereishis, we have described two creation stories. In the first
one G-d is referred to as Elohim, which in Hebrew also means judge. Here we are
talking about G-d the %;eator, the aJtHo; of scientifie rules and principles. We are
talking about that aspect of G-d which reveals itself in nature. This is the aspect
of G-d which science seeks. G-d's laws are immutable. If a person breaks the law of
gravity, he will be hurt. If he jumps off a cliff,he will fall down. G-d is revealed
in His creation. As Einstein said,‘G-d is not playing dice with the universe! The
very fact that we believe that there are scientific laws is a religious concept.

There is a school of philosophy which claims that the universe is composed of a
spontaneous everchanging phenomena which have no rhyme or reason. Paganism is actually
based on this type of philosophical concept in which man is caught in a world in which
he cannot win. If he pleases some gods,he arouses the ire of other gods, and there

is no sense in the rival forces in the universe. The best thing to do, according to

paganism, is to try to flee into some sort of man-made fantasy whether it is a violent

fantasy or a literary fantasy.

We believe that the universe is a unity, that G-d ultimately controls everything and

that He has set certain rules and laws which we can apfehend with our senses and use
. . -

" to our benefit

the :second chapter of the Book of Bereishiﬁ,G—d is referred to as
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Adonai, or Yud Kay Vahv Kay. This is that aspect of G-d which relates to man, feels

with man, is concerned with man and time. This aspect of G-d has to do with religion,
with making man an organic whole, with seeing man together with other men in a certain
place and a certain time. Scientific laws hold irregardless of place or time. Scientific
law does not know a Shabbos and does not know a holiday and does not know love, fear,
courage, or dedication. It is one dimensional. We human beings need more than

philosophical laws to live by. We need warmth, friends, relationships, and meaning

in life. Science cannot give us these things. Science can show how things work but .
whe pufet o we oo cle wiel ;4-(;
sheuld-be-boraste

it cannot tell us“hfhnt we should make them worlgf fimx o Ay oven we =
Wy ohe s '

4n-wh75£hesef&aws—wnrk. Science gives us power. It allows us to control things and
e, L e
to use things, but it does not tell us et to use this power @ . It cannot give
e
us meaning &f purpose in life.

We learn that G-d brought all the animals in front of Adam and he called them by name,
but this did not satisfy him. When you can define something and name it; you, in effect,
have power over it, but this did not satisfy Adam. He was lonely and lacked purpose
and direction. The Rabbis ask, why should Adam have been lonely? After all, he had
the angels. He could talk to them. They would wait on him. Why should he feel lonely?

The Rabbis teach us that the angels are one dimensional creatures. They did not need

anything from Adam. He could not give them anything. Adam was lonely becuase he s
could not give. G-d then split Adam in two and created Eve, and G-d instructed Adam
to go forward together with Eve and perfect this world. Adam and Eve had much to give

to each other and to the world. Man is only really happy when he can give. There is °

so much violence in the world today. So many people are so frustrated, so full of
anger. Much of this anger and frustration stems from the fact that these people do not
know how to give, how to relate to others. They treat everybody as objects. They ,
turn others into creations of their own fantasies. These people fail to realize that
each human being has a soul, a piece of G-d in him,and that we must relate to each ‘

human being like we relate to G-d.





image4.png
“GC10BER 1962
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
PAGE FOUR

" . eerd

Each human being is totally unique and ‘other than us, but we can relate to each of
them well if we want to. It is not enough just to seek power. Power leaves us lonely
and empty. Science gives us power, but it does not fill our emptiness or allow us to
establish relationships. It does not make us feel organically whole. We learn that
when the earth was commanded to bring forth trees it was commanded to bring forth
fruit which would, the Rabbis explain, taste like the tree, itself. The earth failed
to do this. It brought forth trees, but the tree, itself, did not taste like its
fruit. The earth was commanded to produce a tree which not only produced good fruit,

but which itself was sweet and good. Unfortunately, today we are producing many people

who may be themselves good producers and who even may possess inportant skills, but

who themselves are terrible people. Their achievements may be good, but they, themselves,

are not. They may have many important skills and they may have mastered different
sciences or occupations, but they, themselves, are not very good people. Their

achievements are good but they, themselves, are not.

We should all strive for achievements but, more important, we should also strive to
transform ourselves into people who are good and kind. We should not only be admired
for our achievements, but also for our own character. Religion and science do not -

conflict. Science teaches us how to achieve. Religion teaches us how to be a good

person. Let us hope and pray that we will neglect neither.





